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                Save Time, File Online
The NC Department of Secretary of State is entering its seasonal busy season.  Combined with continued staffing shortages, this means there will be delays processing Annual Reports and other business organization documents.  The delays are greatest for mailed filings.  We strongly urge our customers to save time and file their documents online if at all possible.  Mailed filings currently require 10 to 15 days to process, compared to 5 days or less for documents filed online.  Save time, file online.

                    
                        Next 
                    

            


        
  
        
            
            
                Authentication Certificate Turn-Around Times
The NC Department of the Secretary of State is cancelling appointments made after March 20th due to resource shortages.  


Please mail or bring your documents to the office as soon as possible.  The expected turn-around time will be close to 45 days.  This lengthy turn-around time is temporary and we are taking advantage of every opportunity to return documents to you sooner.
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                Beneficial Ownership Information Reporting 
The federal Corporate Transparency Act (“CTA”) establishes a new beneficial ownership reporting requirement for limited liability companies, corporations, and other similar entities formed or registered to do business in the United States. Beneficial ownership reports must be filed with the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN), a bureau within the U.S. Department of Treasury. For more information on the beneficial ownership information requirements.  The North Carolina Secretary of State does not administer and has no responsibility for enforcing the CTA or the beneficial ownership information reporting program.  
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                Scam Alert
The NC Secretary of State has learned of a new scam targeting small business owners.  Scammers impersonating various law enforcement agencies are contacting business owners claiming they are being investigated for fraudulently obtaining Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans, regardless of whether or not they have been repaid or forgiven. To legitimize the claim, the scammers provide elaborate phony court and/or legal documentation, including documents describing an arrest warrant that purports to require the posting of a cash bond and then instructions to make a payment (through a cryptocurrency kiosk) to resolve the warrant and avoid jail time.  Legitimate law enforcement agencies do not collect money over the phone.
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                Starting a New Business?
Use our new “Creation Wizard” to Save Time and Reduce Errors. 

Start A New Business Wizard  
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                                        Welcome to the North Carolina Advance Health Care Directive Registry!

                                        
                                            The NC General Assembly authorized the North Carolina Department of the Secretary of State to establish a registry where you may file your advance health care directives. Advance health care directives are legal documents that give written instructions about your health care if, in the future, you cannot speak for yourself.
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                            NEW! As of February 17, 2022, all new Advance Health Care Directive Registry cards issued by the Secretary of State’s Office will allow access to a registrant’s document in two ways. First, the document may be accessed by pointing your smart phone camera at the QR code printed on the registration card. OR, you can do it the old way by entering the file number and password found on the printed registration card in the boxes above. Anyone with access to the card, including your trusted health care agents/POAs and health officials, can scan the code, too. This will make it much easier to access the document on file with our office when needed. Don't have a QR code but want one? Click here to learn how.
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        ahcdr@sosnc.gov


        *This email address is ONLY for questions pertaining to Advance Health Care Directive Registry matters.
    

    
        Telephone

        919-814-5363
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        919 814-5397
    



    
        Mailing Address

        
            Advance Health Care Directive Registry

            Department of the Secretary of State

            Post Office Box 29622

            Raleigh, North Carolina  27626-0622
        
    


    
        Carrier Envelopes

        
            2 South Salisbury Street

            Raleigh, North Carolina  27601-2903
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